
Fig.l 



Start ^ 



Client registers with Broker, including 
transmission of descriptions of desired 

service (including attributes and 
keywords); logical comparison operator 
optionally provided ^qq 



1 



Service registers with Broker, including 
transmission of service attributes and 
keywords (logical comparison operator 
optionally provided) 

202 



Yes 



Specialized comparison 

function (provided by 

service) invoked and 

performs comparison 

f between client attributes 

and service attributes 
206 



/Comparison pointer^ 
or specialized 
comparison function 
provided to Broker 
with tagged 
attributes? 



Yes 



Default comparison function 
(supplied by Broker) performs 
comparison 210 



]\Jo ( or comparison function unavailable) 



^re data types of clienr 
attribute and service 
attribute compatible? 

^2oe 



No 



Comparison not performed 
212 



Broker transmits comparison results 
to Client 214 



I 



Client receives comparison results from 
Broker in response to transmitted attributes 
and keywords 216 



▼ 



( Start *) 



Receive and store registration 
from client, including client 

descriptions of desired service 
(attributes and keywords); 
logical comparison operator 
optionally provided 



300 



1 



Receive and store registration 
from service, including service 
attributes and keywords 

302 



No (or comparison function unavailable) 




Specialized comparison 
function (provided by 
service) invoked and 
performs comparison 

between client attributes 

and service attributes 
306 



No 



Default comparison function 
(supplied by broker) performs 
comparison 

310 



Comparison not performed 
312 



Transmit comparison 

results to Client 

314 



Fig. 3 



( End > 4- 



Register with a Broker 

400 



Transmit attributes and a keywords to Broker 

402 



Transmit a comparison pointer or specialized 
comparison function with tagged attribute 

(optional) Broker 404 



Transmit a logical comparison operator 
(optional) to Broker 



406 




l i..niM»n inimin mi iimi i whim !!!ltl!!l J I! JJ ] J [Millfflk^JkyLHIlUJ 




Transmit attributes and keywords to Broker 



502 



Transmit a logical comparison operator 
(optional) to Broker 



504 



Receive comparison results from Broker in 
response to transmitted attributes and keywords 

506 



! 



End 



Fig. 5 



